
Lesson Plan: Day 5 & 6  
    
Grade: _11_ 
Unit: The Rise and Fall of a Textile Empire:  Lowell, Ma 1820-1861 
 
 
Goal (enduring understanding): 
 
Massachusetts has a rich history.  Among one of the many events of historical 
significance is Lowell’s rise as a textile manufacturing empire, leading to the birth of the 
American Industrial Revolution. 
 
Besides the natural resources that provided waterpower, Lowell’s close proximity to the 
Northern New England farmlands enabled the mill owners to recruit labor. 
 
Essential Question(s): 
 
Were the Mill Girls treated fairly in terms of pay, living quarters, etc. or were they treated 
like the slaves in the south? 
 
Did the mill agents and owners of Lowell help keep slavery alive in the south? 
 
Development and selection of activities and resources: 
 

• Students will be presented with several primary source documents based on the 
politics of the mill agents, and perspectives of work and leisure by various Mill 
Girls 

• After reading both content packages over two days the students will form into 
small groups and develop a Venn Diagram which will compare/contrast the slaves 
of the south with the Mill Girls in Lowell 

• After groups are finished discussing their individual diagrams, the instructor will 
construct a class diagram with input from each group 

 
Content: 
 

• Brief background on the Abolitionist George Thompson 
• The Whig politics of the Boston Associates 

 
 
Curriculum Standard: 
 
Economic Growth in the North and South, 1800-1860 
 
USI.26 Explain the importance of the Transportation Revolution of the 19th century (the 
building of canals, roads, bridges, turnpikes, steamboats, and railroads), including the 
stimulus it provided to the growth of a market economy. (H, E) 



 
USI.27 Explain the emergence and impact of the textile industry in New England and 
industrial growth generally throughout antebellum America. (H, E) 
a. The technological improvements and inventions that contributed to industrial growth 
b. The causes and impact of the wave of immigration from Northern Europe to America 
in the1840s and 1850s 
 
c. The rise of a business class of merchants and manufacturers 
 
d. The roles of women in New England textile factories 
 
History and Geography 
 
5. Explain how a cause and effect relationship is different from a sequence or correlation 
of events. (H, C, E) 
 
6. Distinguish between long-term and short-term cause and effect relationships. (H, G, C, 
E) 
 
7. Show connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical events and ideas 
and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments. (H, G, C, E) 
 
Assignment: 
 
Day 5 – Finish reading the remainder of the primary source documents 
Read Lyddie pages 94-140 
 
Day 6 – Answer the following question in your class journal:  Did the mill agents and 
owners of Lowell help keep slavery alive in the south?  Use examples discussed in the 
Venn diagram as well as the primary source documents. 
Finish reading Lyddie pages 141-182 
 
 
How will the essential question be assessed? 
 

• The essential questions will be formally addressed through primary source 
documents, Venn diagram, and student journal entries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Primary Source Documents 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


